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Subjects

Individuals were extracted from a longitudinal person-
based register, aged 15+ years, from the County of
Funen, Denmark registred in the period 1990-2003

2,265 individuals who had 3,543 suicide attempts

Individuals were born between 1965 and 1989, and 
were divided into five-year birth cohorts



Top of the iceberg

Somatic departments/emergency wards 
(The National Patient Register)

Psychiatric departments/emergency wards 
(The Danish Psychiatric Central Register)

General practitioners, emergency 
services

Attempts, requiring no 
medical care



Rates of attempted suicide
Number of attempts per year per 100,000
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Lexis diagram

Birth cohorts
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Lexis diagram, birth cohorts 1975-1989

Birth cohorts
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Rates of repeated suicide attempts
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Rates of 2nd and 3rd attempted suicide
Number of attempts per year per 100,000 persons

Males Females

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

15-
15

15-
16

15-
17

15-
18

15-
19

15-
20

16-
21

17-
22

18-
23

19-
24

20-
25

21-
26

22-
27

23-
28

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

15-
15

15-
16

15-
17

15-
18

15-
19

15-
20

16-
21

17-
22

18-
23

19-
24

20-
25

21-
26

22-
27

23-
28

Birth cohorts



Rates of 4+ attempted suicides
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Lexis diagram, birth cohorts 1970-1984

Birth cohorts
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Rates of repeated suicide attempts
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Rates of 2nd and 3rd attempted suicide
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Lexis diagram, birth cohorts 1965-1979

Birth cohorts
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Conclusions

Rates of attempted suicide have increased for 
the generation born in the 1980-es.

• An increasing number of young females
have an attempted suicide

• An increasing number of young females
attempting suicide have several attempts


